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No Bills game? No problem for these 
hockey tailgaters at New Era Field 


By STEPHEN T. WATSON 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


Anyone visiting the parking lots around 
New Era Field in Orchard Park before game 
time on Friday saw the same gloves holding 
the same cans of beer, smelled the same 
grilled meat and saw the same camaraderie 
among fans that they would on any Bills 
Sunday. 

But there were more people shooting 
pucks instead of throwing footballs around, 
people wore hockey sweaters — primarily 
Team Canada - instead of football jerseys, 
the lots weren’t nearly as full and there was 


~- 


James P. McCoy/Buffalo News 
A young fan supports his team 
Friday at New Era Field in 
Orchard Park. 
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FAREWELL TO THOSE 
WHO MADE US BETTER 


Buffalo lost leaders in business, law, media, politics and the arts, 
individuals whose impact will be felt for generations to come 


less of the outrageous behavior that has won 
Bills tailgaters national notoriety. 

That’s because this wasn’t a Buffalo Bills 
home game. 

The thousands of fans of Team USA and 
Team Canada who flocked to the frozen lots 
to drink adult beverages, eat Italian sausage 
and otherwise enjoy themselves were there 
for the World Junior Championship outdoor 
hockey game. 

The temperature was 16 degrees at game 
time, though the snow held off for most of the 
prime tailgating period. The USA won, 4-3, 


See Tailgaters on Page A7 


News file photos 


They left their mark: Above, Robert G. Wilmers, M&T Bank CEO; and from left, WKBW-TV’s Irv Weinstein; District 
Attorney Frank J. Clark III; Rosalind Cramer, Theatre of Youth co-founder; and former UB great Willie R. Evans. 


By DALE ANDERSON / NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


e offer a tribute and shed a tear for those Buffalonians who left us in 
2017. They made their impressions on us and our community in many 
memorable ways. { We bid farewell to captains of commerce and 
industry, giants in the legal profession and artists who amused us with 
insights and dazzled us with stagecraft. They showed vision and not a small amount of 
daring. T Among them are a banker who saw potential in our city when it was down and 
out, a playwright who found universal truths in our once-grand high society and an 
intrepid FBI agent who went face to face with the bad guys. { They also include a football 
player who sparked a historic protest against racial discrimination and judges who broke 
down color barriers in the schools and gender restrictions in the courts. 1 They all were 


shining lights. Our lives are brighter thanks to their achievements. 


SEE DEATHS ON PAGE A6 


On the Web: 
View more of 

The News’ Year in 
Review coverage at 
BuffaloNews. com/ 
2017, including: 


¢ The top weather 
images of from 2017, 
as selected by each 
News photographer. 


U.S. may deny 
aid to Pakistan 
in terrorist snub 


Access to Haqqani network is latest 
dispute to divide nations’ relationship 


By ADAM GOLDMAN, 
Mark LANDLER 
AND ERIC SCHMITT 


NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON - When 
Pakistani forces freed a Cana- 
dian-American family this fall 
held captive by militants, they 
also captured one of the abduc- 
tors. U.S. officials saw a poten- 
tial windfall: He was a member 
of the Taliban-linked Haqqani 
network who could perhaps 
provide valuable information 
about at least one other Ameri- 
can hostage. 

The Americans demanded 
access to the man, but Pakistani 
officials rejected those requests, 
the latest disagreement in the 
increasingly dysfunctional re- 
lationship between the coun- 
tries. Now, the Trump adminis- 
tration is strongly considering 
whether to withhold $255 mil- 
lion in aid that it had delayed 
sending to Islamabad, accord- 
ing to U.S. officials, as a show of 
dissatisfaction with Pakistan’s 
broader intransigence toward 
confronting the terrorist net- 
works that operate there. 

The administration’s inter- 
nal debate over whether to deny 
Pakistan the money is a test of 
whether President Trump will 
deliver on his threat to punish 
Islamabad for failing to coop- 
erate on counterterrorism op- 
erations. Relations between 
the United States and Pakistan, 
long vital for both, have chilled 
steadily since the president de- 
clared over the summer that 


Inside: Tae news cycle 
HAS BEEN ACCELERATED 
TO TRUMP SPEED. PAGE A4 


Pakistan “gives safe haven to 
agents of chaos, violence and 
terror.” 

The United States, which 
has provided Pakistan more 
than $33 billion in aid since 
2002, said in August that it 
was withholding the $255 mil- 
lion until Pakistan did more to 
crack down on internal terror- 
ist groups. Senior administra- 
tion officials met this month 
to decide what to do about the 
money, and U.S. officials said a 
final decision could be made in 
the coming weeks. 

The officials, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity to de- 
scribe the sensitive discussions, 
did not detail what conditions 
Pakistan would have to meet to 
receive the aid. It was not clear 
how the United States found 
out about the militant’s arrest, 
but a U.S. drone had been mon- 
itoring the kidnappers as they 
moved deeper into Pakistan. 

Caitlan Coleman, an Amer- 
ican, and her Canadian hus- 
band, Joshua Boyle, were freed 
along with their children in an 
October raid after five years in 
captivity. Pakistani troops con- 
fronted Haqqani militants as 
they ferried the family across 
the tribal lands of northwest 
Pakistan. 


See Pakistan on Page A5 


Grant stepping aside 
after 18 years of service 


Colleagues hail 
her as inspiration 


By SANDRA TAN 


NEWS STAFF REPORTER 


Betty Jean Grant attended 
her last Erie County Legislature 
meeting this week, marking an 
end to her 18 years of public ser- 
vice as an elected official. 

Her Republican and fellow 
Democratic colleagues gave the 
retiring lawmaker two stand- 
ing ovations. And Majority 
Leader Joseph Lorigo, a Con- 
servative from West Seneca, 
handed the Buffalo Democrat a 
bouquet of flowers. 

“Youre an inspiration,” 
Democratic Minority Leader 
Thomas Loughran said as he 
prepared to read a Legislature 
proclamation in her honor. 

Grant has come a long way 
from her small-town Tennessee 
roots. She and her husband run 
a city deli on Buffalo’s East Fer- 
ry Street. And since 1999, she 


Robert Kirkham/Buffalo News 


Betty Jean Grant served on 
the Council, School Board 
and Legislature. 


has been a public figure whose 
service in city and county gov- 
ernment, education and civic 
activism has garnered her re- 
spect from all corners. 
Legislators praised Grant’s 
track record of accomplish- 
ment and tireless dedication to 
her constituents. Grant’s lead- 
ership has also been marked by 


See Granton Page A7 
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WEATHER 


Frigid with a little snow. High 
18, low 1. Details on Page B10. 
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